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“\Wars are just blood-sport, SoN- No more @ conflict between nations than professionaLWresthng...”

Who is this nut? | kept thinking. They call this security? | g\anced at his badge as we climbed the mu\t'\—storied beige—paiht—
ed metal stairs to the roof, but the wind flipped it up before | could make out the name- Then! noticed something about
him that ! had dismissed carlier as just my usual distike of authority: he made Mé feel uneasy- The kind of unease you feel
at a funeral in the presence of a dead pbody. | g\anced 4t him just long enough o confirm this feeling. His face was pale. his

heliport
dwith-ft; s along th
th-flight aer-I-reg [iceoHudsoﬂ and East Rj =
p Iver:

eyes flat. Animated death. Spooky. | thought, making light of my macabre thoughts the way | always do. Only the clenching — Gy it2 U : ) i
of my gut told me that this was not just my imagination |t seened as if | had located a gh ull o ye&_’h.-ood()ubt' m, did we real( sking-him.— e Apollo Moo ters— S
. 2 2 : 8 N \ K — . erwise w about it.” Y Make it . n Landin ~actuall -Nada. |
The view of the surrounding city was spectacular and | think itwas the beauty of New York alone that ept me sane aswe e wo . He s to th gs. Af y-spok called
_“Help? What q ulda’ never poke very fast s mMoon or what? ter ascertaini eto-a-manwho
o and seem 7 —= = ng that h
ed = e knew

= ekt
Yuh. The Van A—M mean, h ade it through the Bel

climbed. The sunlight on the neighboring skyscrapers and the otreets between them was stark and contrasted. Subtle
shades of blues hollowed out the shadows giving them depth and illurninating windows, while orangeé light lined the edges high alt llen R an, help?” | a ] ts " ore tha N
. . . . . ) . . gh altitudes | adiat asked. “| S.. n hap -
until turning gold at the tops of the buildings- The air was cooling and the sounds of traffic and occasional voices rose up "Dide esinthe m ion Belts. The_"never heard py to talk about —_—
clearly as the sun prepared to set. “Not e. What have yoy sgnehc field of th e doughnut_shibOUt any Belts.” the topic. "Byt
We were near the top of @ skyscraper in Manhattan and a little pefore we reached the tOP | finally read “Dan Burisch” “What :gc_tly. i een smoking? H'e Eart@ur m Saped zones of h.,' - we had help
under the flicker of the plastic coating clipped to ™Y security agent’s chest. Nowadays you can'tgo anywhere without “Let me e heck are you talkin igh altitudes? Né_n",v_m#a' Isanm frizzly_energ'etic o
security, | thought to mysell. They had given me 8 temporary nametag on which | almost wrote, “Don't Taze Me, Brol” I'm S theymask you this " J ; iNg about? 1 sk o shields? We ha “_ke KFC witho rged particles franme— =
not sure | was joking. | decided it might be pest to keep him occupied with his topic of choice: “Nol” | gaV? up?* e od continued cis ed, feeling a5 ad nano back the—u;t—he nano Shielzpp-ed at
“go, uh, Dan,’ | asked. “Who's ptaying the next game and when's Kick-off? Cuz | like to have MYy game snacks and ctuff ready.” S yojxdalmed patrioti e eerfully. “Do yo ense of somethy n, B =
“US.A against China, 2008-9," he caid without 2 hint of emotion. £ i - Oddity?" know-that ically, e e u really think thatng Fcoutd not-put =
o : 3 s o _.‘ i ?" he aSked, — = they ﬂew all i V'Cto words——
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“What about \ran?
“Poppycock. That's small-time okirmishing. We need SO

biggest game in town.

“But don't we OWe the Chinese @ Lot of money?’
“Exactly.”
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financial institution looking for helipads. Manhattan has the largest wealth disparity outside of @ C/u} M ——— . too many. “Fppens_ —
leper colony near a Hawaiian retirement home. or so | had heard on NPR, s0 | figured this would be 3 piece of cake. There - M N ’ . but this job seeme
must be a whole class of people who never touch pa\/ement, like in Rio, where all the wealthy people travel by helicopter = med loaded with
heir poorer prethren. Piece of cake? More like “let them eat cake.” Anyway, ! said to myself, trying L . = Authority called
! m

1o avoid the enormity of t
to change the subject in MYy mind, looking fora helipad was turning out to e more like piein the sky. As Vincent from the

Port Authority had so kindly exp\amed to me the previous day:
“Naah! No such animal You ain't gonna find no such helipad ona puilding in this city!”
“Really!?" | asked, shocked the Way New York City always shocks, by telling us We Kknow less than we think. X L 2 cinephile” This iob ey
“Yeah, there Was some kinda’ accident at the old Pan Am building pack in the “70s. Bunch @ people got bladed when @ : . F would be. Jobwas starting toiogdn person becay
ear se they

helicopter fell over.. killed that sexploitation quy, Michael Findlay... Cut his head right clean off... Him and his wife.

Whuunk!”
“Sounds Karmic.” | otated, hoping for Some useful information.
“What? You seen the one with Karma?lain't never seen that: | gotta

m-the P
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Look that one up- | only heard about the Flesh trilogy.”

When will this job end? lwas already wondering and it had hardly started. )
“OK, Vincent. Are you trying to tell me that pecause SomMe porn king and his ‘wife' diedina horrible decapitating accident on top IR iy — Yeah. It's efuluphe rl ' mas
of what was known a5 the Pan AmM puilding back in the ‘70s, there 1 ot one hetipad on any of the skyscrapers I Manhattan?! y and-kbe real windy up h re,” Dan-said ,_y anonymous arr. Ve space with top of the staj W things New
“ _ g b gan-to-w ere," I n na-dry-soft-voi ay. Yeah ri ptent stairca VYork City—
Exactly! Them and a couple people got hiton the ground up py 42nd St brother was 3 OFry.—|t-then-oc oted as a chi|| oftvoice-as th right, I thoy hy of otherbuitd; se, | was prayi ity
“Maybe they were renting the fitms..." ! suggested: === "’rrat,‘oﬂa[m_b:’are of the need fCUrred_tg_m f?asmed up my € pad-started t?;_; ngs-ofvarying h);,ﬂg
“\What? Oh, you can find 'em. | got the whole trilogy ot my store in Newark.” |- “Just be quick aa little Cowrnegr caution. Wh@en it might have Sjp'”e. My face bec me-into-view, i
And you haven't died in a helicopter accident yet?” | joke &, ; Will they ClOseOd keep an eye o I took a deep b Someone who ar’ﬂh'ﬂg to do ‘time gripped With _
Naah! | never fly, bro Don't go near em! Not since 9/11." was looking fo it down for a ph ut. This is a bus breath and becam ready appears d the fact that an irrational smife
“Well, what happened to the helipad that was at the Pan Am puilding? | mean we can photoshop the copter in post—prodp" : - ONoto shoot?” | asl):etéjme of day,” he ste calm ead says to be crzy %ﬂisecuﬂ'ty mile
. .. 007" 1 asked, focusing an (1 s 12019 donn reful, it icn't sam
g » backing dow Litdidn’t seem

k, but | could be wrong.
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And call them | did, and was told the entire pad was now riddled with antennas- Besides, it was too many stories tall subsided. Tha vy
for there 10 pe enough non-specific puildings in the backdrop- The client did not necessarily want the pad to look like it And lo, 3 hel'e wind ceased enf atform, a mase; —— ce say, though | w at finding what
was in New York. They just wanted to shoot in the City because apparent\\/ the photographer they were using NO longer oTenararT ipad! It appeared | irely. A sublime To assive gust of wi B _as no longer aw; - — |
With only name—brand pbuildings like the Chrysler Building in 9y flew up through rs Justas | had im eeting of buss—f?n.lnd almost pushed — are of his presence ™
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travels NOW that the Concorde has been decommissioned.
the packdrop. that location was definitely out.
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